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"Your father would never have thought of going to her,"
Golden Lotus said to Cassia, "if all our rooms had not been
occupied. I am not one to talk about people behind their
backs, but she is a very undiscerning sort of woman. And she
has a very nasty tongue. I never speak to her if I can avoid it."
Welcome Spring brought tea. While they were drinking
it, sounds of music reached them from the* outer court. The
guests had all arrived and the banquet was ready. Tai An
came and called the four singing-girls. Master Ch'iao did not
come that day.
First there was an act from one of the Hundred Dramas;
then music and songs. After a few scenes food was brought
in. Soup was the first course. Then Dr JSn arrived, dressed
in robes of ceremony. Hsi-men Ch'ing took him to the great
hall. Dr J6n brought out a handkerchief with the symbol for
longevity embroidered on it and offered it, with two pieces
of white gold, to Hsi-mSn as a birthday present. "Yesterday,"
he said, "Han Ming-ch'uan told me of your birthday. I am
sorry I am so late/'
"I am most grateful for your coming," Hsi-m6n Ch'ing
said. "With these delightful presents too. And I must con-
gratulate you on the wonderful medicine you were good enough
to send us."
Dr J£n wished to offer a cup of wine to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
as a mark of respect, but Hsi-men politely refused to allow
it* Then Dr JSn took off his ceremonial robes and they joined
the others. He sat at the fourth seat on the left, next to Uncle
Wu, When soup and rice had been served, Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
gave Dr JSn's servant a box of food.^Dr JSn thanked him and
told the servant to take it away.
Then the four singing-girls sang the birthday song. More
food was brought and wine -was passed round. The actors
brought their repertory list and the eunuchs selected the
play 'Han Hsiang-tzii saves Ch'Sn Pan-chieh'. When the first
act was done, they heard the noise of men clearing the way.
P'ing An came in to announce the arrival of Major Chou.
Hsi-men Ch'ing hastened to welcome him and, without wait-
ing for the usual greetings, asked him to take off his ceremonial
clothes. "But let me first offer you a cup of wine," Major
Chou said.
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